

BROME and OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting of Brome and Oakley Parish Council held at 7.30 pm on Monday 14 March 2022 in Brome and Oakley Village Hall. 

PRESENT:  Councillors Isobel Demanget (Chairman), John Parry (Vice Chairman), Roger Broughton, Charles Doe, Kelly Keeley, Tom Pace and Mark Prior. Also in attendance County Councillor Jessica Fleming and District Councillor David Burn. 
1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were noted from Cllr Halton and accepted by the Council. 
2. Declarations of pecuniary and other interests from members on any item to be discussed and requests for dispensations – Cllrs Broughton, Pace, Keeley, Parry and Prior declared non-pecuniary interests in matters relating to the Village Hall. Councillors were reminded of the requirement to individually update their Register of Interests as appropriate.
3. PUBLIC FORUM
County Councillor Fleming – Cllr Fleming explained that SCC had set up a website page to find out more about how to assist with the Ukraine Crisis. A 3% rise in Council Tax (dedicated to adult Social Care) was reported as part of the agreed budget for 2022/2023. SCC has opposed the application for a solar farm on the Suffolk/Cambridgeshire border. Foster carers and adopted parents were in demand throughout the county. 
District Councillor Burn – Cllr Burn reported that the district council had frozen Council Tax. An update on Gateway 14 and the Thurston by-election was given. A digital skills programme was available, free of charge, as part of a business support programme MSDC were running. Cllr Burn was asked to provide details on the judicial review brought about by Thurston Parish Council in light of their Neighbourhood Plan being overruled in favour of a large planning application. 
4. Minutes of the last meeting
a. The minutes of the meetings held on 17 February 2022 were approved. 
b. There were no matters arising from the minutes of 17 February 2022 meeting. 
5. Planning
a. The following planning applications were considered:

	Ref
	Location
	Application

	DC/22/00744
	Chestnuts Farm, Langton Green, Eye
	7 additional caravans, laundry room, mobile shower block for agricultural workers.

	It was unanimously agreed to recommend support for the application. 


b. The following planning determinations were noted:
	DC/21/06985
	34 Low Street, Oakley
	Erection of front porch extension and part two storey, part single storey rear linked extension to outbuilding. Planning Permission Granted.

	DC/20/05507
	Land adjacent to Brome Grange Hotel, Norwich Road, Brome
	Planning Permission Refused.


c. There were no other planning matters.  
6. Diss and District Neighbourhood Plan
a. It was hoped that an additional representative had been found to represent Brome and Oakley on the DDNP Steering Group and this would be confirmed at the next meeting.  Representation would be reviewed at the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council when it was understood terms of reference would also be supplied to the Parish Council to consider. 
b. Cllr Broughton reported that he had been unable to attend the last Steering Group meeting. Cllr Broughton explained that housing allocations in Lower Oakley, had been reassessed and the site to the north of the B1118 had been ‘red flagged’ by the assessors, and was unlikely to be developed. Therefore, negotiations had taken place and the other site in Lower Oakley which was designated for two dwellings would be increased to three dwellings. The proposed nine dwellings at Ivy House Farm remained as part of the site allocations.  It had also been agreed that the two churchyards within the parishes would remain with the local green space designation and would be listed as such in the next consultation. 
Cllr Burn explained that a ‘focused consultation’ would be forthcoming. 
7. Assets
a. Creation of a Jubilee Garden to commemorate the Platinum Jubilee – Cllr Doe proposed that an 8 yard skip for hired for two weeks at a cost of approximately £250 to enable site clearance as the first stage of the project. It was agreed to proceed with this. Consideration was given to benches and play equipment but no agreement was made.
8. Festival of Suffolk Torch Relay
It was agreed to nominate Jack Prior to carry the Torch for the Oakley stretch of the Tour of Suffolk. The Prior family have lived in Oakley for generations. Jack's grand parents and parents have been involved in so many aspects of village life.  The Parish Council felt if Jack were to carry the torch it would add another element to the many strands of village life which the generations of the Prior family have been involved with.  Jack attends the local high school and is a member of the local Scout Group.
9. Highways
a. To consider a revised scheme and costs for traffic calming on B1118 Low Road, Oakley – Cllr Fleming would progress a site meeting.

10. Community Infrastructure Levy
a.  CIL balance report had previously been provided to Councillor showing a current total of £15,261.81 with an anticipated balance after April 2022 of £18,358.97.  
b.  It was agreed to make the following expenditure commitments from the CIL fund:

     i.   £5,000 for ceiling, lighting and windows and a loft ladder. 
     ii.  Bus Shelter at the end of Rectory Road, Brome. To be made locally once Suffolk Highways had                   

         confirmed that it was possible to site such a structure at this location. 
     iii. Bird boxes, benches and play equipment were all considered for the Jubilee Garden and the  

         foremost for locations around the village to commemorate the Platinum Jubilee. 
     iv. Defibrilator for Lower Oakley – cost to be confirmed. 
11. Finance and Governance
a. To note the current financial position £20,383.80 and £3,938 in the business premium account. 
b. It was agreed to make the following payments:
	Amount
	Payee
	Details 

	£48.19
£116.75

£418.84

£451.82
	Ridgeons
	Village Hall works as agreed minute reference 8B/Min12.07.2021 


c. The Standing Orders were reviewed and accepted.
d. The Financial Regulation Regulations were reviewed and accepted.
e. Statement of Internal Control was reviewed and amended in light of the Parish Council’s move to online banking and was strengthened around the procedure for payment set up and approval 
f.  The Risk Assessment was reviewed and accepted. 
g. It was agreed to appoint T Brown to carry out the internal audit for the year ending 31 March 2022 and the scope of work offered was accepted.

h.  The Asset Register was reviewed and accepted.
12. Correspondence
The following items of correspondence received since the last meeting were noted. 
	Date received
	From
	Subject

	06.03.2022
	National Association of Local Councils 
	National Joint Council for Local Government Services (NJC) new rates of pay applicable from 1 April 2021

	04.03.2022
	Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council 
	Independent Living Service




13. Urgent Matters and matters for report.
None. 
14. Date of next meeting and agenda items – Monday 11 April 2022. 
20.57   Meeting Closed
Signed ………………………………………………………………………. Chairman   …………………………………………………………………… Clerk

Date     ……………………………………………………………………….


